Concierto Sinfonico Para Metales

Brass Quintet Concerto No. 2 — Sinfonia Concertante

for Brass quintet alone OR brass quintet and orchestra OR brass quintet and concert band

Aldo Rafael Forte (ASCAP)

Concierto Sinfonico para Metales was composed in 2017 and 2018 on a commission from
Armin Terzer and Best of Brass (BoB), a professional Australian Brass Quintet. As per the
commission contract, | have composed three different editions of the work: one with symphony
orchestra, one with concert band, and one for brass quintet alone. The brass quintet parts are
the same for the versions with orchestra and concert band respectively while the version for
brass quintet alone has brass quintet parts which differ from the other two versions.

Before embarking on the creative process Armin and | had a wonderful dialogue during which
his artistic input helped shape the formal structure of the piece. Kudos to Armin for his
contribution, not to mention providing me with this great opportunity to write for such a
fantastic group of musicians.

Armin Terzer has expertly transcribed the composition for brass quintet and brass band.

The first performance was that of the brass band version on August 25, 2018 by BoB and the
Cairns Brass Band and the orchestral version premiered in June 2019 by BoB and the
Rockhampton Symphony Orchestra in Rockhampton, Australia.

Concierto is cast in four movements. Each movement is progressively faster than the previous
one. The composition is loosely based on the Ab minor 7t" chord which opens the work.
Furthermore, large intervals are contrasted with smaller ones.

Rhapsody — This first movement is the emotional heart of the concerto with several contrasting
expressive melodies. The somewhat sentimental and introspective moments found in Rhapsody
were subliminally inspired by the passing of my mother Maria Forte a few months before.

Tropical Airs (quasi Intermezzo) — This is the laid back movement of the set mimicking the
ambience of a bossa nova. Roughly in an ABA form, the tempo marking locks in all rhythms into
a “cool” groove with subtle percussion interjections.

With Rumba, the third movement, the tempo and excitement builds and one finds itself in a
TOTALLY unrestrained CUBAN risqué party atmosphere (ie; the true meaning of the word
“rumba”). Conga drums and claves cut loose amidst syncopated “telegraph” rhythms with the
occasional shouting of “RUM-BA, RUM-BA”. After wild and energetic statements we arrive at a
more subdued section featuring trombone and then flugelhorn solos. Afterward the tutti



sections return climaxing in a “shout chorus” statement of the rumba theme and a brief quote
from Beethoven’s 7t that is similar to the recurring Rumba rhythm! A castanets vamp segues
directly to the finale of the work.

The last movement, Flamenco, is imbued with “Spanish” rhythm and flavor. From beginning to
end this movement keeps building in energy and never lets up. A series of contrasting motifs
keep collaging on themselves each time appearing in new garb. The writing is virtuosic
throughout with specially demanding brass quintet parts taxing the piccolo trumpet. The mood
is interrupted by a contrasting section based on ONLY the open strings of a classical guitar.
Finally the collaging motifs return followed by an obvious recapitulation which also recalls
themes from previous movements. The composition closes with ultimate excitement.

Many thanks to Armin and Best of Brass for this commission. This is actually the first complete
work that | have written after a hiatus of a few years from composing. When the group
contacted me in 2015 about playing other works of mine, gradually | regained the impetus to
create more music. Also a SPECIAL thank you to the Cairns Brass Band and the Rockhampton
Symphony Orchestra for their respective performances of Concierto para Metales

Aldo Rafael Forte,

Composer
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d by Armin Terzer and BoB (Best of Brass)

for brass quintet alone
(brass quintet concerto no. 2 - Sinfonia Concertante)
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Aldo Rafael Forte (ASCAP)

(brass quintet concerto no. 2-Sinfonia Concertante)

Concierto Sinfonico para Metales
for brass quintet alone

Brass Quintet

commissione

SCore

d by Armin Terzer and BoB (Best of Brass)
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Concierto Sinfonico para Metales

Aldo Rafael Forte (ASCAP)

for brass quintet alone
(brass quintet concerto no. 2 - Sinfonia Concertante)
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