ELEGY AND DANCE
for Oboe and Band/or Orchestra/or Piano

NEW EDITION 2024

Aldo Rafael Forte (ASCAP)

HISTORY OF THE CONCERTO: Originally composed in 1993 as a work for oboe and band, Elegy
and Dance was premiered that year by the USAF Heritage of America Band, with Lowell
Graham conducting and John Walker on the solo oboe part. Then in 1999 the Tennessee Tech
University Wind Ensemble with Joe Hermann conducting and Dawn Striker on oboe gave an
enthusiastically received performance of the piece at the TMEA convention in Nashville.

In 2024 | revisited the work making some extensive revisions of it and creating a piano
reduction. At present | am crafting a version for oboe and orchestra. Originally the composition
was in one movement with no pause between the elegy and the dance. In this NEW EDITION
there are two distinct movements. The opening pitches of F#, G#, and C# form the basis for the
entire piece.

I. Elegy, the first movement, is somber in character, having been inspired by the tragic passing
of Kenneth Wayne Owen, longtime family friend. The solo oboe part is lyrical in character with
some fleeting excursions into Spanish-like ornamentations. The movement ends quietly in Db.

Il. Dance, the second movement is brisk in motion and cast in an ABA form. The opening A
section in 3/8 has the feel of a Spanish — like ‘malaguena”. It is contrasted by a B section in
duple meter, cast in a decidedly “neoclassical” style often featuring the technical side of the
oboe. The last A section functions as an abbreviated recapitulation. After a brief cadenza the
work ends “prestissimo”!!

Elegy and Dance is published by Aldo Forte Music Press and is available at www.aldoforte.com

Aldo Rafael Forte,
Composer

14 August 2024


http://www.aldoforte.com/
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